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Minnesota. During the summer Profes- 
sor Hollister was our official representa- 
tive at the San Francisco meeting of the 
fraternity and on his return reported the 
proceedings of the gathering. On Nov- 
ember 1, 1915, the initiation of new 
members took place and resulted in the 
addition of the following brothers : 

J. A. Alexander, B. H. Corzine, R. W- 
Feik, B. E. L. French, J. F. Harshbarg- 
er, L. J. Henrich, T. S. Henry, C. D. 
Lewis, J. B. Phillips, T. H. Schutte. 

On this occasion Professor Johnston 
gave a brief address of welcome to the 
new members and pleaded for the under- 
taking by the chapter of some distinctive 
and characteristic line of work by means 
of which the local organization could be- 
come better known. It is probable that 
henceforth the affairs of the society will 
pass out of the hands of the faculty 
members who were at first responsible 
for its initiation and that with the elec- 
tion of officers in the near future the 
chapter may be turned over to the man- 
agement of graduate students. There is 
a growing sentiment felt here, possibly 
due to the existence of the larger and 
more liberal competitive educational so- 
ciety of Kappa Delta Pi, that member- 
ship should be made more exclusive and 



should ultimately comprise only grad- 
uate students and faculty. 

Christian A. Ruckmich, Sec. 



Professor A. J. McAllister, 

Atchison County High School, 
Effingham, Kansas. 
Dear Sir: — Your note to Dr. Johnston 
enclosing the Phi Delta Kappa "Day 
Lettergram" was referred to me for re- 
ply. The attached sheet is therefore sent 
to you for revision and publication. I 
am also sending you the addresses of our 
members who are now actively connect- 
ed with the local chapter, 

I wish you every success in the ven- 
ture: it will surely help to unite the 
chapters more effectively. How would 
it do to suggest to the various organiza- 
tions editorially or otherwise the need of 
doing something unique in each one of 
them. We can then say, "Look, see what 
Harvard, Columbia, Missouri, or Kansas 
is doing!" In one place the members 
might report on problems, in another 
special investigation in the educational 
field might be carried on, and so forth. 
Write me what you think of this. 

If I can be of any further service to 
you, please write me. 

Fraternally yours, 
Christian A. Ruckmich, Sec. 
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Nebraska 



THE UNIVERSITY of NEBRASKA 

Lincoln. 
Chas. W. Taylor, Principal of Teachers 
College High School, Professor of 
Educational Administration. 
Mr. Abel J. McAllister, 
Effingham, Kansas. 
My dear sir : — In reply to your letter- 
gram of recent date I beg to submit the 
following information relative to the 
Nebraska Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa. 

(Then follows a list of officers and 
members.) 

I shall ask Dean Fordyce, President 
of the Chapter, to prepare a written mat- 
ter which will be sent you later. 



Permit me to say that we are in thor- 
ough harmony with the proceedings of 
the last National Council. The Nebraska 
Chapter as you know is young and has 
been very conservative in the matter of 
membership. Practically all of our men 
are graduate men, and a large percent- 
age of them are second degree men. We 
will very soon take up the idea of the 
National Council and branch out along 
the under graduate line. This is easily 
done. 

With best wishes, I am, 

Very truly yours, 
Chas. W. Taylor, 

Secretary Pro Tern. 
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Teachers College 

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA 

Lincoln 

Office of the Dean. 
Mr. A. J. McAllister, 

Effingham, Kansas. 
My dear sir: — Replying to your let- 
ter of October 26, permit me to say that 
Nebraska Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa is 
engaged in scientific measurement of the 



educational products of the Public 
Schools of Nebraska. We have already 
during the last eighteen months applied 
the standardized tests to eighteen differ- 
ent school systems. 

Most sincerely yours, 

Chas. Fordyce. 

(May we have a report of the results 
of your survey for the next issue of the 
News Letter? — Ed.) 



Harvard 



The Harvard chapter begins the year 
with about thirty members in residence, 
twenty-two of whom are active. Seven 
new members are to be received shortly, 
and we are planning a dinner meeting, 
with the men who are surveying the fin- 
ances of the Boston schools as guests. 
Several associate members have return- 
ed to the active list, and two affiliated 
members have come, one from Stanford 
and one from Columbia. 

We aim to have three kinds of meet- 
ings besides the usual business sessions: 
initiation examinations, dinner meetings, 
and evenings of discussion. The two last 
mentioned are open to students not in 
the fraternity. 

Under the presidency of Brother Man- 
ahan, now Inspector of Secondary 
Schools for the state of Ohio, last year 
we had many successful activities. Each 
candidate for initiation is required to 
present and defend a thesis on some sub- 
ject about which there is difference of 
opinion, and the examinations have been 
very lively and interesting. Following 
are the subjects presented during the 
past year : self-government for teachers, 
Latin required in college, functions of 
the school principal, Princeton's entrance 
requirements, the educational system of 
the Transvaal, educational measurement, 
philosophical foundations, problems in 
discipline, Shakespeare in a High School 
of Commerce, educational reorganiza- 
tion in China, spelling methods, coeduca- 
tion, part-time for college preparatory 
students, rapid promotion, organized la- 
bor's attitude toward industrial educa- 



tion, required mathematics, six and six 
plan, general science vs. special science, 
vocational guidance. 

Four dinner meetings were held last 
year, all at the Boston City Club. Here 
members of the division of education ad- 
dressed us, besides whom we had as 
guests and speakers the following: Prof. 
Strayer of Teachers College on School 
Surveys, Pres. Foster of Reed College, 
Commissioner Snedden of the Massa- 
chusetts State Board of Education, Dr. 
Ballou of the Boston Department of Ed- 
ucational Investigation and Measure- 
ment, Asst. Supt. Thompson of the Bos- 
ton Schools, Asst. Commissioner Finne- 
gan of the New York State School De- 
partment, who outlined the proposed 
new law for the administration of the 
New York State System, Prof. Norton 
of Wellesley College, and Supt. Dyer of 
the Boston schools. A feature of these 
meetings was the discussion, open to 
everybody present, which followed the 
talks. For example the students of ad- 
ministration had a rare opportunity in 
being allowed to take part in the debate 
after Dr. Finegan's talk, as well as to 
listen to the points brought out by Prof. 
Hanus and others. 

On April 30 the members of the chap- 
ter were the guests of the Overseers' 
Committee for the Division of Education 
at the Harvard Club in Boston. This 
was one of the best evenings of the year ; 
it enabled the students to meet and listen 
to the public-spirited men of affairs who 
have the work of the Division at heart: 
John F. Moors, Frederick P. Fish, A. 



